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EXDIS (DIST AS NODIS CHEROKEE) 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV PBOR IS EG US 

SUBJ: MEETING WITH BEGIN: COMMENTS ON PEACE PROCESS 


REES: (A) STATE 162963, (B) CAIRO 15941 

1 . DURING MY MEETING WITH BEGIN JUNE 28, MOST OF WHICH 
WAS DEVOTED TO DISCUSSION OE QUESTION OF VICE PRESIDENT 
MONDALE'S PROPOSED VISIT TO THE WESTERN WALL, WE ALSO 
DISCUSSED BRIEFLY VARIOUS ASPECTS OE THE STATE OE DIPLO- 
MATIC PLAY ON THE PEACE PROCESS. 


2. 1 TOOK OCCASION TO REPEAT FOR BEGIN DIRECTLY THE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PROPOSED LONDON FOREIGN 
MINISTERS MEETING WHICH I HAD ALREADY RELAYED TO DAYAN, 
SUMMARIZING FOR BEGIN PARAS THREE, FOUR, FIVE AND SIX 
OF REF A. ALSO UNDERSCORED THE NEGATIVE IMPACT TO THE ISRAELI 
CABINET'S PRECIPITATE REJECTION OF THE IDEAS ATTRIBUTED 
TO PRESIDENT SADAT BY CAIRO RADIO, AND STRESSED THE 
IMPORTANCE, WHICH BEGIN HAD FREQUENTLY ACCENTED, OE ENCOU- 
RAGING THE EGYPTIANS TO COME FORWARD WITH A CONCRETE 
COUNTERPROPOSAL RATHER THAN PREMATURELY SLAMMING THE 
DOOR ON IT. BEGIN WAS NOT PARTICULARLY DEFENSIVE, BUT 
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DID SEEM TO ME TO HAVE HAD SOME SLIGHT SECOND THOUGHTS 
ABOUT THE CABINET DECISION LAST SUNDAY. HE ARGUED THAT 
THIS WAS THE THIRD TIME IN PUBLIC RECENTLY THAT SADAT 
HAD IN EFFECT REPEATED THE DEMAND FOR TOTAL WITHDRAWAL 
TO THE 67 BOUNDARIES BEFORE NEGOTIATIONS BEGAN, AND THERE- 
FORE THE CABINET HAD THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TO RESPOND 
THIS TIME BEFORE THESE IDEAS GAINED FURTHER ACCEPTANCE. 
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HE STRESSED HOWEVER THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO REJECTION OF 
A PEACE PROPOSAL PER SE, SINCE NONE HAD BEEN RECEIVED, 

AND THAT IT WOULD BE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED WHEN IT WAS 
TRANSMITTED TO THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT. HE UNDERSTANDS 
EROM THE CONVERSATION THAT WE EXPECT TO HAVE A EORMAL 
EGYPTIAN PROPOSAL TO DELIVER IN APPROXIMATELY A WEEK. 

3. BEGIN ALSO REEERRED TO THE INQUIRY FROM WASHINGTON 
ABOUT THE LATEST WEIZMAN-GAMASY EXCHANGE. HE ACKNOW- 
LEDGED THAT WEIZMAN HAD INDEED DISPATCHED A MESSAGE WITH 
CABINET APPROVAL TO GAMASY AGREEING TO THE SUGGESTION 
(WHICH HE INSISTED HAD COME EROM GAMASY) THAT THE TWO 
DEEENSE MINISTERS MEET AT SOME PLACE OUTSIDE THE MIDDLE 
EAST. HE DID NOT SHOW MUCH CONVICTION ONE WAY OR 
ANOTHER AS TO WHETHER SUCH A MEETING WOULD INDEED 
EVENTUALLY TAKE PLACE. IT WAS CLEAR FROM HIS COMMENTS, 
HOWEVER, THAT HE NOW REGARDS THE BALL AS BEING BACK IN 
THE EGYPTIAN COURT ON THIS SUBJECT. 

4. INCIDENTALLY, BEGIN S GENERAL STATE OE HEALTH AND 
ALERTNESS SEEMED SUBSTANTIALLY NORMAL ON THIS OCCASION, 
CONTRARY TO THE GREAT SENSE OE DEPRESSION HE WAS STILL 
SUFEERING FROM THE LAST TIME I SAW HIM. HE SEEMED 

A LITTLE LESS PHYSICALLY ACTIVE THAN USUAL, BUT FULLY 
NORMAL IN SERENITY OE MIND AND EVEN SHOWED SOME ELASHES 
OE HUMOR. LEWIS 
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